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Instructions for candidates

This assessment applies to the assignment for National 5 Modern Studies.


The purpose of this assignment is to demonstrate your ability to apply your skills and knowledge and understanding to research a Modern Studies topic or issue of your choice. This may be related to areas you have studied in class if you wish, but you are free to research any contemporary topic or issue. 
This assignment is worth 20 marks. The marks contribute 25% of the overall marks for the Course assessment. The Course will be graded A–D.

The assessment for the assignment will be in the form of a report of your research and findings. You must complete this report within one hour. 
You must complete your report on an Assignment Report Sheet. You will take two pieces of research evidence, collected during your research, into the assessment and you should refer to this research evidence in your assessment. This research evidence should be no more than two single-sides of A4 paper. You will submit this research evidence along with your Assignment Report Sheet to SQA for marking.

Your assessor will let you know how the assessment will be carried out and any required conditions for doing it. 

 
In this assessment, you will: 
Choose a modern studies topic or issue

How you can do this
The modern studies topic or issue you choose should allow you to:


You will have a very wide choice of topic or issue to research. You can research further something you have studied in class or a topic or issue you are personally interested in finding more about.

Good topics or issues to choose are ones about which there are different opinions and where you can use your modern studies skills such as explaining exaggeration or selective use of facts, drawing conclusions or making decisions.

Topics which lead you to only describing your topic are not likely to be as interesting or get you as many marks.

In order to help you with the different stages of your assignment it is advisable to have a clear idea of the topic or issue you are going to research. It is important that you have a clear idea before you start in order to focus your research and come to a conclusion.

This can be in the form of:

Your teacher/lecturer may support you by commenting upon the suitability of the topic or issue you have chosen and advise on the likely availability of resources.


In this assessment, you will: 
Collect information from at least two sources
How you can do this
Once you are clear about the topic or issue you are going to research you can begin to collect information. You must use at least two different methods of collecting information.

Depending on the topic or issue you have chosen, some methods will be more suitable than others so you should plan where you are likely to find the most suitable sources for your particular topic.

Your research methods may be either:


Whichever type of evidence you collect you must make sure you keep a note of the source of the information. 

The sorts of methods you could use are:



In this assessment, you will: 
Evaluate two research methods used

How you can do this
As you collect information during your assignment you should be considering how suitable the methods you used were for your topic or issue; what were the advantages of using this method for your research and were there any disadvantages; and if you were to do this sort of research again — what could you do differently.

In your assignment report, you will be asked about two of the methods you have used during your assignment. You will also be able to take two pieces of research evidence into the assessment with you. This should be no more than two single-sides of A4 paper. You should refer to this evidence of your research methods in your report although you will not get marks for just copying from your evidence.


In this assessment, you will: 
Apply modern studies skills to the evidence you have collected

How you can do this
As you carry out your research, you will collect a lot of information about your topic or issue. Some of the evidence will be very useful, other information you collect will not be as useful. 

This is where you can use your modern studies skills to decide what will be most useful. This will be easier if you have made a clear choice of topic or issue. As you look at the information you have collected you will be able to see how it helps you with your topic or issue:


Remember, you can take evidence that you have collected into the assessment where you will report on your assignment. You can refer to this evidence, but you should not copy it out in your report. You can take in no more than two single-sided A4 sheets to the assessment. It is better to have good quality evidence that you can refer to; NOT a huge quantity of evidence, crammed onto the pages.


In this assessment, you will: 
Draw on knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue to explain the topic or issue

How you can do this
As you carry out your assignment and research you will be learning a lot about your topic or issue. In the assignment report you will have a chance to show some of what you now know. 

You will not be able to include everything you know so keep your explanation brief and include only the main points you have found out. 

Again, you should refer to the evidence you have taken into the assessment but don’t just copy from this.

In this assessment, you will: 
Reach a well-supported conclusion about the topic or issue

How you can do this
The final part of your assignment is to come to a conclusion about the topic or issue you have been researching. This is where choosing your topic or issue wisely will pay off. 

If you chose an issue about which there are different opinions — you can say which opinion you agree most strongly with.

If you chose an issue about which a decision has to be made — you can give the decision you would recommend and say why.

If you have collected a lot of information about a topic — you can say what you think is the most important information, the most trustworthy or show how things have changed over time.

In every case, you must back up your conclusions with evidence. 

Remember a conclusion is not a summary of what you have already written.


Research evidence

You are able to take two single-sided sheets of A4 containing evidence you have collected during your assignment, into your assessment. You should refer to this evidence to support your report but you should not copy large chunks from this evidence. It is what you do with the evidence that is important.

The evidence that you will take in should show two different research methods you have carried out. 

Some examples of the sort of evidence you can take in are:


Working with others

While you should choose your own topic to research, others in your class may have chosen a similar topic. It might be helpful to work part of the time with others when you are collecting information.

If this is the case it is important that you are able to show what you have contributed to this part of your assignment and that the evidence you take into the assessment is your own work.

	Research topic/issue:                                                                    2 marks
Describe the purpose/aims of your research. 



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Research methods:                                                                        8 marks

For two methods of research you have used to collect information during your assignment, you should comment on:

· why you chose each method for your research
· strengths and any weaknesses of each research method
· you may also suggest how you could do things differently
You should refer to the research evidence you have brought into this assessment for each research method. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Research findings:                                                                         6 marks

Describe and explain the main findings of your research. You should refer to the research evidence you have brought into this assessment. 



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Research conclusions:                                                                 4 marks

What conclusions have you reached about your research topic or issue? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Modern Studies assignment





It assesses the following skills, knowledge and understanding:





choose, with minimum support, an appropriate Modern Studies topic or issue


collect relevant evidence from at least two sources of different types


evaluate the effectiveness of two research methods used, commenting on their strengths and weaknesses where appropriate


apply Modern Studies skills to the evidence collected


draw on knowledge and understanding to explain and analyse key features of the topic or issue


reach a well-supported conclusion, supported by evidence, about the topic or issue 
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carry out research on a contemporary issue


use your modern studies skills





a clear description of the topic or issue


a question or questions which will help you to focus your research by finding answers


a hypothesis where you try to prove or disprove a statement about the issue
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Primary research where the evidence you collect is original to you, or


Secondary research where the information you use has been produced by someone else





interviews


surveys/questionnaires


letters


websites


newspapers/magazines/books (print or electronic)


visits or fieldtrips


television/video


radio/podcasts


books
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Is the information you have collected exaggerated or selective in the use of facts?


Does it help you to reach a decision about the topic or issue?


What conclusions can you draw from the information you have collected?
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Additional advice and guidance





a statistical table or graph from a report on the internet showing figures about your topic or issue


a list of questions created for an interview with the manager of a sheltered housing complex


a letter, with questions, you sent to your local MSP asking about the topic or issue you researched 


a reply to a letter you sent showing information you have received in response to the questions asked


a screenshot of a list of websites you found using a search engine with the most useful ones highlighted


a newspaper article with the key points related to your topic or issue marked


the results of a survey you carried out into your topic or issue with a note of how many people you surveyed and where and when you carried it out


a copy of notes you made from watching a television programme on your topic or issue, including the name of the programme, station and date of broadcast


notes on a visit you made to the Scottish Parliament as part of a class trip











